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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY 

On behalf of ConnectGen Montgomery County LLC, a subsidiary of ConnectGen LLC, TRC conducted 

additional Phase IB survey within a portion of the McClumpha parcel of the proposed Mill Point Solar I 

Project in the Town of Glen, Montgomery County, New York. This additional survey follows earlier Phase 

IB surveys of the Facility Site conducted between September – December 2021, April 2022, October – 

December 2022, and July 2023. The current survey work investigated a portion of a parcel referred to as 

the McClumpha Parcel within the Facility Site. The investigation consisted of Phase IB testing within 

portions of the parcel previously assessed as high sensitivity for archeological resources based on criteria 

provided by the New York Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation in their Guidelines for 

Solar Facility Development Cultural Resources Work (2021). The Addendum II high sensitivity areas 

within the parcel  

The Phase IB addendum survey was conducted from November 29 through December 2, 2023, and 

consisted of the excavation of 209 shovel test pits.  

 

 and is not considered a significant archaeological resource. No further investigation of the 

survey area is recommended. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

TRC has completed additional Phase IB archaeological survey within the proposed Mill Point Solar I Project 

(Project) located in the Town of Glen, Montgomery County, New York (Figure 1-1). The survey was conducted 

on behalf of ConnectGen Montgomery County LLC, a subsidiary of ConnectGen LLC (ConnectGen). The 

Project will consist of the construction and operation of a utility-scale solar energy generation facility. The 

additional Phase IB survey (hereafter referred to as the Addendum II survey) investigated a portion of a 153.28-

acre parcel of land (McClumpha parcel). The McClumpha parcel is within a portion of the Facility Site referred 

to in previous survey reports as Survey Area 5 (SA 5) and is located on the east side of Van Epps Road between 

Scott Road and Ingersoll Road (see Figure 1-1). The survey consisted of systematic subsurface testing within 

portions of the McClumpha Parcel assessed as having high sensitivity for archaeological resources based on 

criteria defined in the New York Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation (OPRHP) 2021 

Guidelines for Solar Facility Development Cultural Resources Work (2021 Solar Guidelines). The Addendum 

II high sensitivity areas within the McClumpha parcel total 14.17 acres.  

Phase IB surveys of the high sensitivity areas within the overall Project were conducted between September – 

December 2021, April 2022, and October – December 2022 (Steinwachs et al. 2023). In total,  

 

 

were recommended for avoidance due to 

their potential to contribute important information regarding the history and prehistory of the region (see 

Steinwachs et al. 2023:186-189). The remaining archaeological resources were recommended as not eligible for 

the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). OPRHP concurred with the recommendations in a letter dated 

July 24, 2023. 

In July 2023, TRC conducted additional Phase IB survey of areas within the Facility Site that were not included 

in the original survey. The results of that additional survey were reported separately in an addendum report 

(referred to as Addendum I survey) (Moore et al. 2023). No archaeological resources, non-site historic artifact 

scatters, or isolated artifacts were identified from the survey. The field investigations for the current Addendum 

II survey were conducted between November 29 and December 2, 2023, and were directed by Edward Moore, 

M.S., with the assistance of field technicians Chris Zale and Darrell Pinckney. Timothy Sara, M.A., RPA, served 
as the Principal Investigator. The Addendum II survey was conducted in accordance with  Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA); the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation; the OPRHP’s Standards for Cultural Resource Investigations and the 
Curation of Archaeological Collections in New York State (NYAC 1994); applicable portions of the OPRHP’s 
Phase I Archaeological Report Format Requirements (OPRHP 2005); and OPRHP’s Guidelines for Solar 
Facility Development Cultural Resources Survey Work (OPRHP 2021) (collectively OPRHP Guidelines).

The following Addendum II report presents the results of this additional survey of a portion of the McClumpha 

parcel. The field methods employed during the survey followed the same methods used during the initial Phase 

IB surveys of the Facility Site and are presented in Chapter 3 of the Phase IB survey report (see Steinwachs et 

al. 2023:10-12). Similarly, background research and a sensitivity assessment of the McClumpha parcel has 

previously been provided in the Phase IA study (Gollup et al. 2021). In this Addendum, Appendix A provides 

TRC personnel qualifications, Appendix B is an inventory of artifacts recovered during the survey, and 

Appendix C contains a log of the shovel test pits (STPs) excavated during the Addendum II survey along with 

their soil descriptions.  
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2. FIELD METHODS

As noted previously, the field methods for the Addendum II survey followed methods used during the 2021 

and 2022 Phase IB surveys of the original Facility design (see Steinwachs et al. 2023:10-12 for the detailed 

methodology). The Addendum II Survey investigated additional areas assessed as having high 

archaeological sensitivity included in the Facility design.  

The areas within the Addendum II survey were labeled according to previously designated survey area (SA) 

numbers used during the prior Phase IB surveys. Multiple, discrete areas within a designated SA were 

further distinguished by adding a letter to the SA number (e.g., 5A, 5B, 5C, etc.). Prior to the fieldwork, the 

areas investigated for the Addendum II survey were pre-plotted with a grid of shovel test pits (STPs) spaced 

at 15-meter (m) intervals to ensure adequate coverage of the high sensitivity areas. Each area was inspected 

and systematically subsurface tested according to the pre-plotted grid of STPs. The STPs were numbered 

successively within each discrete area tested. The locations of all STPs were recorded with a Geode GNS3 

handheld GPS unit and documentation of survey areas was done with field notes and photographs. Methods 

of STP excavation and field documentation are provided in more detail in Steinwachs et al. (2023:10-12). 

A detailed log of soil profiles from each excavated STP is provided in Appendix C.  
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SURVEY AREA 5A 

Survey Area 5A (SA 5A) is in the southwest portion 

of the McClumpha Parcel and consists of a small area 

adjacent to Van Epps Road (see Figure 3-1).  

      

 

 

 

(Figure 3-3). The field descends to the northeast into 

a small, intermittent drainage. No surface evidence of 

a remnant foundation or other historic features was 

observed in the area. Disturbance in the area is limited 

to the raised shoulder of Van Epps Road. 

Initially, eight STPs were proposed in the area, all of 

which were excavated during the Addendum II survey (see Figure 3-2). No visible ground surface was 

available for surface survey in this area. Depths of excavation among the STPs ranged from 28-45 

centimeters (cm) below ground surface (bgs). Two STPs (5A-4 and 5A-5) terminated at relatively shallow 

depths due to root and rock impasses, respectively. Sediment excavated from the STPs is consistent with 

glacial till comprised of silt to silty clay deposits with occasional large cobbles. Two soil horizons were 

typically observed among the STPs:  a dark brown (10YR 3/3) silt loam Ap horizon; and a dark yellowish 

brown (10YR 4/6) silty clay loam B horizon. Representative soil profiles from the area are provided in 

Figure 3-4.  

No historic or precontact artifacts were identified in the STPs excavated in SA 5A during the Addendum II 

survey. Based on the results of the survey, no evidence for the remnants of a historic structure or 

archaeological deposits associated with either historic or precontact activity are present in SA 5A. 

Figure 3-3. View of Addendum II survey of SA 5A, facing 

west. 
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Figure 3-4. Representative soil profiles from Addendum II survey in SA 5A. 
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SURVEY AREA 5B 

Survey Area 5B (SA 5B) is at the northern edge 

of the McClumpha Parcel and inlcudes  the 

margin of an unnamed, first order stream that 

flows east into Auries Creek (see Figure 3-1). 

The stream flows within a shallow basin 

approximately 5-10 m wide. The basin is covered 

in thick weeds and grasses before rising gradually 

to open, agricultural fields (Figure 3-5). At the 

time of the survey, the agricultural fields 

consisted of a recently harvested cornfield and a 

hay field. Disturbances in the area include a 

cobble hedge pile marking the boundary between 

the two fields and several large push piles along 

the margin of the drainage, particularly in the 

western portion of the area.  

Initially, seven STPs were proposed along the edge of the stream, but three of these STPs were not 

excavated due to disturbance from the cobble pile hedge and push piles along the margin of the drainage 

(see Figure 3-2). Depths of excavation among the STPs ranged from 15-45 cm bgs. One STP (5B-6) 

terminated at a shallow depth due to a large cobble impasse. Sediments observed in the STPs are consistent 

with glacial till comprised of silt with occasional cobbles. Two soil horizons were typically observed:  a 

dark brown (10YR 3/3) silt loam Ap horizon; and a dark yellowish brown (10YR 4/6) silt loam B horizon. 

Representative soil profiles from the area are provided in Figure 3-6.  

No historic or precontact artifacts were identified in any of the STPs excavated in SA 5B during the 

Addendum II survey, or during inspection of exposed soils in the push piles and cornfield. Based on the 

results of the testing, no archaeological resources are present in SA 5B. 

Figure 3-5.  View of Addendum II Survey testing in SA 5B, 

facing east. 
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Figure 3-6. Representative soil profiles from Addendum II survey in SA 5B. 

REDACTED -- Matter No. 23-00034 -- ConnectGen Montgomery County LLC



Addendum II (McClumpha Parcel):  Additional Phase IB Archaeological Survey 

Mill Point Solar I Project, Town of Glen, Montgomery County, New York 

SURVEY AREA 5C 

Survey Area 5C (SA 5C)  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the time of survey the area consited of  an open 

hay field and a recently harvested corn field.  

 

 

 

Initially, 163 STPs were proposed along the ridge and gradual slope, but three of these STPs were not 

excavated due to disturbance from the cobble hedge pile (see Figure 3-2). Surface survey was also 

conducted with the harvested cornfield in lieu of excavation of 13 STPs. Depths of excavation in SA 5C 

ranged from 15-48 cm bgs. Several STPs terminated at shallow depths due to water table and rock/cobble 

impasses. Sediments observed in the STPs are consistent with glacial till that varies from silt to sandy clay; 

occasional cobbles are present throughout the till. Two soil horizons were typically observed:  a brown 

(10YR 4/3) surface Ap horizon; and a yellowish brown (10YR 5/6) subsurface B horizon. Representative 

soil profiles from the area are provided in Figure 3-8.  

 

 

 

 

 

 No other evidence of precontact or historic cultural activity was 

identified in the area. 
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Figure 3-7.  View of Addendum II survey in SA 5C, facing 

north. 

REDACTED -- Matter No. 23-00034 -- ConnectGen Montgomery County LLC



Addendum II (McClumpha Parcel):  Additional Phase IB Archaeological Survey 

Mill Point Solar I Project, Town of Glen, Montgomery County, New York 

12  

 

Figure 3-8. Representative soil profiles from Addendum II survey in SA 5C. 
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SURVEY AREA 5D 

Survey Area 5D (SA 5D) is also in the central 

portion of the McClumpha parcel and included 

the southern side of the small drainage described 

in  SA 5C (see Figure 3-1). At the time of survey 

the area consisted of  a grass field and a fallow 

field separated by a small drainage ditch that 

channels runoff to the north (Figure 3-10). The 

western side of the drainage encompasses the 

slope of a hill that ascends moderately to the 

southwest before gradually leveling off. 

Initially, 81 STPs were proposed in SA 5D (see 

Figure 3-2). Six STPs were not excavated due to 

their location within the drainage ditch and 

another 33 STPs were not excavated due 

excessive slope, exceeding 12 percent, per 

OPRHP Guidelines. Depths of excavation among the STPs ranged from 28-46 cm bgs. Several STPs 

terminated at shallow depths due to water table and rock impasses. Sediments observed in the STPs are 

consistent with glacial till comprised of silt and silty clay with occasional cobbles. A few STPs excavated 

atop the hill revealed sandy sediments with gravel and may be indicative of glaciofluvial deposits. Two soil 

horizons were typically observed:  a brown (10YR 4/3) surface Ap horizon; and a yellowish brown (10YR 

5/4-5/6) to light olive brown (2.5Y 5/4) subsurface B horizon. Representative soil profiles from the area are 

provided in Figure 3-11. 

No historic or precontact artifacts were identified the STPs excavated in SA 5D during the Addendum II 

survey. No visible ground surface was available for inspection in the area. Based on the results of the survey, 

no archaeological resources are present in SA 5D. 

Figure 3-10.  View of Addendum II Survey testing in SA 

5D, facing north. 
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Figure 3-11. Representative soil profiles from Addendum II survey in SA 5D. 
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4. SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

TRC conducted a Phase IB addendum survey within the proposed Mill Point Solar I Project in the Town of 

Glen, Montgomery County, New York. This additional survey follows earlier Phase IB surveys of the 

Facility Site conducted between September – December 2021, April 2022, and October – December 2022 

(Steinwachs et al. 2023); and a Phase IB addendum survey reported in Moore et al. (2023).  

This Addendum II survey investigated a portion of a 153.28-acre parcel (McClumpha Parcel) within the 

Facility Site. The parcel lies in an area designated as SA 5 during previous surveys.  

 

 A total of 209 STPs were excavated within the high sensitivity 

areas; 58 of the planned STPs were not excavated due to excessive slope, identified disturbances, or surface 

survey conducted in lieu of the STPs.  

 

 is not eligible for listing on the NRHP. TRC recommends no further archaeological 

investigation of the Addendum II survey area. 
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APPENDIX A:  TRC PERSONNEL QUALIFICATIONS 

Tim Sara, M.A., RPA (Principal Investigator) has 34 years of experience in cultural resources 

management. He has designed and directed surveys and excavations of historic and prehistoric 

archaeological resources in the Northeast, Mid-Atlantic, Southeast, Midwest, Southwest, and Caribbean. 

He has obtained a thorough knowledge of Section 110 and Section 106 and of the National Historic 

Preservation Act as amended (NHPA) and applying the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 

eligibility criteria to cultural resources. Mr. Sara has received honors and awards for academic and 

professional studies and is a member of the New York Archaeological Council. He has been a contributing 

author more than 40 Environmental Assessments (EAs) and/or Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) and 

principal or contributing author to more than 150 cultural resources management reports.  

Robert Wall, Ph.D., RPA (Senior Archaeologist) has more than 40 years of experience in archaeological 

field investigations in the Middle Atlantic region, with a particular focus on the Susquehanna, Potomac, 

Delaware, and Upper Ohio drainages. He is qualified under the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional 

Qualifications (Archeology) (36 CFR 61) and is certified by RPA. Dr. Wall has expertise in Archival 

Research/Land Use Studies; Archeological Inventory Surveys; Archeological Site Assessments and 

National Register Testing; Archeological Site Mitigation and Data Recovery; Cemetery Delineation, 

Archeology Laboratory Processing, Analysis, Curation, Research and Report Writing. Dr. Wall has also 

authored numerous publications on the archaeology of Maryland, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia.   

Erin Steinwachs, M.A., RPA (Archaeologist/Laboratory Manager) Ms. Steinwachs has ten years of 

experience in the field of Cultural Resource Management throughout the Midwest and Mid-Atlantic 

regions.  She is qualified under the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualifications (Archeology) (36 

CFR 61) and is certified by RPA.  She has experience working on both historic and pre-contact Phase I, II, 

and III projects and is experienced in archaeological survey, report production, and material culture 

identification and analyses.  

Edward Moore, M.S., (Project Archaeologist/Geoarchaeologist) Mr. Moore has served as a Principal 

Investigator and Staff Archaeologist specializing in Prehistoric Archaeology. He has worked in the field of 

Cultural Resources Management for over 20 years. He has performed all aspects of archaeological 

investigation from project planning to completion of project reports and has been involved in numerous 

projects designed to identify cultural resource inventories, sample archaeological sites, and mitigate damage 

through intensive data recovery. In addition to successfully managing projects, Mr. Moore has expertise in 

lithic analyses of prehistoric assemblages, geologic interpretation of lithic remains, and geomorphic 

assessment of archaeological site environments. He has managed and/or conducted projects in the 

Northeast, Mid-Atlantic, Midwest, and Southeast regions.  
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